
June 3, 2020 

St. Aloysius Church, Guidelines for Phase Two Re-Opening of Public Worship  

Guidelines for All in the Liturgical Assembly:  

• St. Aloysius Church currently follows our regular daily Mass schedule: 6:00 AM Masses on 

Monday and Wednesday.   8:00 AM Masses on Tuesday, Thursday and Friday. Weekend 

Masses:  4:30 (vigil), 7:00 AM, 9:00 AM 11:00 AM and 5:30 PM. 

• The Obligation to attend Mass on Sunday is dispensed indefinitely.  Parishioners over 65 

and anyone with serious health conditions, should not attend Mass. Anyone who has any 

symptoms of illness (cough, sneezing, fever, fatigue) should not attend Mass.  

• Occupancy in Phase 2 is %50=500 people. However, in St. Aloysius Church it is impossible 
for 500 people to be in the church and maintain the 6’ distancing rule. For now, maintain the 
250 limit in the Church until we have clarification from the Bishop about the distancing rules. 
We have not yet approached the 250 limit at any Mass.  

• We continue to encourage you to attend only one Daily or Sunday Mass a week to allow 
everyone to have the opportunity to receive Holy Communion once a week.   

• At all times, please maintain 6’ physical distance between people, except those with 

whom you live.      

• Please avoid physical touch:  Do not shake hands or embrace other worshippers.  Do not 

hold hands during the Lord’s Prayer. At the Sign of Peace, bow or wave to your neighbor to 

offer Christ’s Peace.    

• Face Masks are required for everyone entering the Church over the age of 3. Please 

bring your own Mask.  Put on your mask as soon as you leave your vehicle, wear it in church 

and outside until you return to your vehicle. Masks are worn during the liturgy and when you 

come forward for Holy Communion.  We wear masks to protect our neighbors.  

• Bring your own hand sanitizer and use it, especially before and after receiving holy 

communion. 

• All liturgical ministers should wash hands with soap and water for 20 seconds, before 

Mass and immediately after serving Mass.     

Mass Coordinators:   

• Unlock glass doors if locked after previous Mass.  Rear Wooden doors remain locked 
during Mass.  

• Wash hands with soap and water for 20 seconds before setting up. 

• Wear Mask and gloves as you handle hosts, set up before Mass and pick up after 
Mass 

• There will be no offertory procession.  Set all items needed for the liturgy on a small 
credence table (the table used for the Offertory gifts) placed in the sanctuary to the left side 
of the altar.    

• Hosts for weekdays:  On weekdays, place as many hosts as needed for those in 
attendance in a ciborium. Place a 2 ¾ “ celebrant’s host in this ciborium (If there are 
surplus hosts in the tabernacle, please plan to use some of these consecrated host for 
communion.). Cover the ciborium with hosts with an opened purificator. 

• Hosts for Sunday:  On Sundays, place as many hosts as needed for those in attendance 
in a ciborium. Place a large 5 “ celebrant’s host in the ciborium.  Cover all hosts in the 
ciborium with an open purificator.  Be aware of the number of hosts in the tabernacle and 
use these for the communion for the assembly if there is a surplus.   

• Place 3 additional ciboria on the credence table for use by the 3 Eucharistic Ministers.  
 



 

• The tabernacle key is being kept in the priest’s sacristy to control who has access to 
the Blessed Sacrament. (Extraordinary ministers are not allowed to bring communion to 
the sick or shut ins. Only the priest may bring communion to the dying with strict safe 
guards.) Before Mass get the tabernacle key from the priest’s sacristy and place in 
the tabernacle.     

• Wine: only the priest will receive from the chalice.  Place one Chalice on the credence 
table, with one purificator. Place a small cruet filled with 1/8--¼  a cup of wine and a small 
cruet filled with water on the credence table.  

• Place the small hand washing bowl and pitcher, with a towel on the credence table.    

• Place the Missal and a small square corporal on the altar.   

• Liturgical Ministers needed for Mass:  4-6 Ushers, No Altar Servers will serve at this 
time, one reader will read all readings, 3 Eucharistic Ministers who only serve the Body of 
Christ.   See duties for each minister.  

• For Weekday Masses, the priest will use the Missal and the Reader will use the “Loose-
Leaf Lectionary” and the “Daily Intercession Book”  

• For Sunday, binders for the Priest and the Reader will be prepared. The Reader’s 
Binder will have the texts of all Readings (we will not use the Lectionary).  At the end of 
Mass, the Mass Coordinator will discard the Reader’s pages in the trash and fresh pages 
with text of readings added to the binder for the next Mass. The binders will be sanitized 
by Coordinators after each mass.  

• We have decided to remove the Gospel Book from the sanctuary, since the 
priest/deacon will read the Gospel from the Binder.  Please make sure that the 
Reader does not remove the binder from the Ambo. 

• You or another person may ring the bells at the appropriate time during the 
Eucharistic Prayer.  

• After Mass, Mass Coordinators with the assistance of Eucharistic Ministers wash all 
vessels with soap and water, place dirty linens in the bin, discard Readers pages, wipe 
all binders and books with disinfectant wipes, add new pages to Reader’s Binder. Be sure 
you wear gloves when handling the new pages.     

• Check to see if any offering envelops were left in the collection baskets.  Place any 
money or envelops in the drop safe.   

• Leave church as soon as possible to allow staff to begin disinfecting the church.  
 

Ushers/Ministers of Hospitality: 

• 5-6 Ushers are needed for each Mass.  they should provide and wear their own 
facemask. Their hands should be washed with soap and water before serving.   

• People will enter the Church only through the north glass doors (organ side) or the 
south glass doors (parish office side).  People cannot enter through the large 
wooden doors (however, they will be instructed to exit through these doors.)   

• Usher/Greeters will be at the entrance doors to welcome people, remind them to wear 
their masks, and to direct them to hand sanitizer, and the offertory collection baskets.  
Greeters should hold doors open so no one touches the doors.  

• At each door a greeter should count the number of people entering.  When 100 
people have entered on your side, the counter should consult with the other door counter to 
see if we have met capacity (250 people). 

 
 
 
 
 



• When we have met capacity (250 total) and there is no place in the church to sit so 
that the people may be 6’ distant, then the Usher/Greeter at each door invites those 
remaining to attend Mass at another time.  Close the doors and stand outside to alert 
people that the Church is at capacity. So far, we have not met this seating capacity at 
any Mass.  We have never met capacity and have never had to turn anyone away.  

• Inside the church, there should be at least 3 Ushers (one at the center of each of the 

3 main aisles) directing people where to sit. Worshippers won’t be able to sit where they 

usually sit. This is important! To ensure compliance with social distancing requirements, 

many pews are ‘taped off’ and all sections of seating will fill from the front to the back, 

that is from those closest to the altar to those furthest from the altar. It is important to enter 

a pew in any section from the center aisle only and move to the end of the pew. This is 

to prevent folks from having to climb over each other to get to an unused spot in the middle 

of a pew.  

• During Mass, Collection baskets will not be passed, and offertory gifts will not be 

presented. Baskets for the collection will be available at each entrance door.  Worshippers 

should be invited to place their offering in one of the collection baskets before Mass. After 

Mass, a gloved Usher, should collect the offering in each basket, place it into a plastic 

collection bag, and deposit the bag in the sacristy drop safe. Discard the gloves in the trash 

and wash hands after handling the money.    

• Communion Time:  One Usher in each main aisle should direct worshippers to 

communion. The Usher directs one pew at a time to move into a single file communion line. 

People in the communion line should stand 6’ apart. The center section (nave) and possibly 

the south transept (church office side) may have 2 communion ministers. Communicants 

maintain the single file line, they receive communion from the minister on the side of the 

church where they are seated.   See the tape on the floor for spacing.   A communicant 

should only approach the minister when the person ahead of them has stepped aside and 

received communion.   

• Bulletins:  at Homily time, bulletins located in a box in the work sacristy, should be placed 

at tables near each entrance. Parishioners may pick up a bulletin if needed.  Ushers should 

not hand out bulletins to people as they leave.  Wear gloves when placing the bulletins on 

the tables.  

• Exiting the Church. Worshippers should be directed by the Ushers to exit the Church from 

the rear pews first, dismissing one pew at a time from the rear to the front. Please 

encourage people to immediately leave the Church, because we need to sanitize the Church 

after the Mass.  Do not make a ‘mad dash’ down a side aisle creating a ‘back up’ at the exit 

doors. If seated in the main nave (center body) of the church’, please exit through the rear 

(wooden) doors of the church. 

• After Mass:  once everyone has left the church, the Head usher should collect the 

offerings and placed in the safe.  The Ushers should wash their hands with soap and water, 

then leave the church to allow sanitation to begin.    

Altar Servers will not be used:  In Phase One of Re-Opening the Church, Altar Servers will not be 

used.  The priest will hold his own Missal, and a smaller credence table placed near the altar will hold 

all vessels and items needed for the Eucharist, enabling the priest to do his own set up at the Altar.  

One person may ring the Bells at the appropriate time during the Eucharist Prayer. After Mass 

wipe bells with disinfectant wipes (credence table).     

 



  

Readers: 

• Readers wear Masks in the Church, and thoroughly wash hands with soap and water before 
serving and before leaving the church at the end of Mass.   

• Only One Reader will be used for all the Readings of the Mass: First Reading, 
Responsorial Psalm (if no singing), Second Reading, and General intercessions. (The Priest or 
Deacon will read the Gospel.)  

• The Reader does not cary the Gospel Book in the Entrance Procession.  Only the Priest 
will process in. [The Gospel Book will not be used; it has been removed from the sanctuary.)  

• For Daily Mass, the Reader will read from the “Loose-Leaf Lectionary” and the “Daily Mass 
Intercession Book”. 

• For Sunday Mass, the Reader will read from a Reader’s Binder which will contain the texts of 
all Readings.  At the end of Mass, these pages will be thrown in the trash and a fresh set of 
reader’s pages added to the binder. The binder will be wiped with disinfectant at the end of 
Mass.      

• The Reader will proclaim all Readings from the Ambo.  (The cantor stand has been 
removed to allow more room for the communion procession and to better distance the cantor 
from the assembly.) Reader leaves the Binder on the Ambo for the proclamation of the Gospel.  

• The Reader will remove the mask for the proclamation of the readings and will put the 
mask back on before returning to the pew.  

• After Mass, the Reader washes hands with soap and water, and leaves the Church 
immediately so that the Staff may disinfect the Church between Masses.    

 
 
Extra-Ordinary Ministers of Holy Communion:   

• Extra-Ordinary Ministers of Holy Communion (EMHC) always wear a mask in the Church and 
thoroughly wash hands with soap and water before serving Mass and before departing at the 
end of Mass.  

• 3 EMHC are needed in addition to the Priest. There will be two communion ministers at the 
center section (the main nave). Initially, there will be one minister serving each transept.  When 
the organ side minister has finish, he/she moves to the south side to distribute communion. 
Communicants continue to stand in single file, remaining six feet apart in the communion line.  
Tape on the floor will indicate distance. 

• The Precious Blood will only be received by the Priest (and Deacon). The Chalice will not be 
offered to the Assembly.  

• One EMHC may retrieve the Tabernacle ciborium and bring it to the altar.  This same EMHC 
return this ciborium to the Tabernacle at the direction fo the presider.     

• EMHC wear masks to give Communion. They lift the mask to consume the host they receive 
from the priest. Before giving communion to the assembly, the minister stops to sanitize their 
hands.  

• The Body of Christ will be offered to the assembly “in the Hand”. The Minister lightly drops the 
host in the hands of the communicant without touching them.  

• If someone indicates that they receive on the tongue, then the minister carefully places the 
host on the tongue. Stop and sanitize your hands after placing communion on the tongue.  

• A bowl or container of sanitizer/disinfectant with a small towel will be available on a stand near 
each communion station. EMHC uses disinfectant when entering the sanctuary to receive their 
ciborium, and after receiving communion from the priest. The EMHC also uses sanitizer 
during communion time, if the minister touches the hand of a communicant, or if the 
minister places communion on the tongue. After communion, the EMHC uses sanitizer 
before returning to their pew.    



• After Communion, the EMHCs return the ciboria to the priest who places the hosts in the 
tabernacle ciborium.  The priest gives the tabernacle ciborium to an EMHC who returns the 
vessel to the tabernacle.    

• After Mass the EMHC immediately washes all vessels with hot soapy water in the sacristy.  
They wash their hands and depart the church as soon as possible to allow the Staff to disinfect 
the Church.      

• At this time, the priests and EMHC may not bring Communion to the sick or homebound.   
Please do not retrieve hosts from the tabernacle or give hosts to someone in a pix for this 
purpose.  Only the priests are allowed to bring communion to the dying, following strict safety 
guidelines.     

 
     
 

 


