
April 9, 2020 

Dear parents, 

Mrs. Tricia Greely, our Children Formation Director at Aloysius, works very hard every 

year to plan beautiful communal celebrations for the weekend Masses at which our 

children receive the Eucharist for the first time. 

With the uncertainty about an additional extension of the current schools closure and 

'stay at home' orders beyond April 30, the fact is, that nobody knows exactly when the 

celebration of public Masses will begin again. 

Rather than perpetuate anxieties about planning and implementing the communal 

celebrations at any of the Masses for which you've signed up on the upcoming planned 

weekend of May 2 - 3, 2020, both on Mrs. Tricia's end and for our First Communion 

families, I think it's necessary this year to forego planning for Masses on a single- 

weekend at which all our children (almost 140!) can celebrate receiving First Communion 

in groups with their peers. 

At the same time, and above all other considerations, I hope you share my desire to see 

all 140 children receive the Eucharist for the first time as soon as possible. So, as soon 

as public Masses have resumed (but not until then), families can simply contact Mrs. 

Tricia and let her know the scheduled Sunday Mass on any weekend at which their 

children will receive First Holy Communion. She will share the details in the very-soon- 

to-be-released 'on-line' version of the 'First Eucharist Afternoon of Recollection & Parent 

Meeting' in which parents & children will participate from home when each family has a 

'free' computer available. 

The good news is that Fr. Ryan or I will be happy to accommodate the First  

Communions at any Mass and make it as special for them and their families as we can. 

The bad news is that it will be without the logistics involved which Mrs. Tricia is able to 

arrange when all families are celebrating First Communion at the Masses on a single 

weekend. In other words, it'll be impossible for us to reserve pews, conduct processions, 

have nametags ready to get in the back of church, at all of the future scheduled Masses. 

As soon as the celebration of public Masses resumes, and our families can once again 
begin planning and rescheduling their calendars, simply let Mrs. Tricia know when your 
child will make his or her First Holy Communion. 
Once again, please don't contact us about any dates until AFTER public Masses have 
resumed. There won't be any limits on the number of children whose First Communion 
can be scheduled at any Mass. 

 Yours in our Good Shepherd, 

 Father Randy 




